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[57] _ ABSTRACT

A compliant mechanism is configured to generate a substan-
tially constant output force in response to an input in the
form of a linear displacement. The compliant mechanism is
a slider mechanism whose members and their interconnects
cooperate to generate a biasing force that causes the slider
mechanism to generate a substantially constant output force
that is substantially parallel to the linear path of a recipro-
cable member in response to the displacement of the recip-
rocable member along the linear path. To achieve the above
functional characteristics, the slider mechanism is composed
of structural elements, one or more of which is compliant.
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